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A  Loud  Cry  from  Heaven  to  London ,  &c, 


Hen  iniquities  are  ripe,  andafinful  people 
have  filled  up  their  meafure,  the  holy  and 
righteous  God, though  he  tarry  long,ycE 
atlaftvifics  with  fevere  Judgements,  and 
breaks  out  in  fury  againft  them,  and  layes 
them  defola'e  •  thus  he  did  by  the  old 
World-,  thus  he  did  by  Sodom  and  Gomor ~ 
rah •,  thus  he  did  by  'fcrufilem  kfelf,when 
they  defpifed  his  Afeffengers ,  and  flew  his  Prophets  ,  till  wrath 
brake  ont  Hf  on  them  y  and  therewasno  remedy .  Now  that  yott 
may  not  be  cheated  in  the  Caufes  of  this  fo 'fad  a  Calamity,  not 
be  abufedby  a  generation  of  hard  hearted  finners,  whofe  God 
is  their  belly ,  whofe  conftant  praftife  is  to  blind  the  people, that 
their  own  fpots  may  not  be  feen,  and  to  feed  you  with  fallacies, 
aligning  that  for  a  Caufe  which  is  not  a  Caufe ,  as  in  the  Pri¬ 
mitive  times  the  Heathen  Priefts  and  their  party  would  conftant- 
ly  perfwade  the  Emperors  and  Rulers,  That  all  Defeats  in  War, 

Plagues  and  DefolatiorB,tame  upon  them  for  fufferingthe  Chri- 

ftians  to  live  amongftthem.  I  fay ,  that  you  may  not  be  cheated 
info  weighty  aconcern,l  (hallprefent  to  your  view  the  expreft 
Caufes  affigned  in  the  Scriptures,  for  which  God  did  fend  forth 
hisdeftroying  ikngel  to  depopulate  and  lay  waft  Cities  and  Na¬ 
tions.  - 

One  of  the  firft  memorable  Plagues  we  read  of,  was  upon 
Pharoah  and  his  People,  Exod.  12,  29,  30.  At  midnightthe 
Lord  [mote  all  the  firft- born  o(  Egypt  %*nd  Phdroah  rofie  ftp  in  th* 
V.  4  ' .  A  2  ■  ;  night 9 
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night*  he  ind  aH  his  ferva”tsy  and  all  the  Egyptians  ,  and  then 
was  a gr tat  cry  in  Egypt  for  there  wa*  *st  a  houfo  where  there  was 
net  onedead^  that  this  was  the  Plague,  you  may  fee  v.  1 3 .  and 
ffai.7%*  5^,5 1.  W hat  was  the  reafon  of  this,  what  was  Phare-  ' 
abs  provoking  fin?  It  was  opprefiionqf  the  people  of  God,  he 
would  not  give  them  liberty  to  terve  God, he  would .not  let  them 
go^they  defired  neither  places  of  favour  nor  profit^  they  petiti¬ 
oned  not  for  the  Temple, nor  Revenues  of  the  Egyptian  Priefts, 
onclythey  would  have  liberty  to  ferve  Qbda'shrmfelfhad  apl 
pointed, but  this  would  not  be  granted,  therefore  the  Lord  pun* 
iffecth  the  Egyptian*  with  thisaoyfomedifeafe. 

2.  Another  fore  Plague  we  read  of  Numb,  1 6.  and  thegrcai. 
caufe  of  this  was  offering  of  grange  fire,  humane  inventions  in 
the  Worfhlp  of  God,  and  refiRing  Mefos&ud  Aaron  the  true 
Miaifters  of  God  *  it's  true  f  the  men  that  did  this  thing 
might teem  tobave  humane  Authority  enough  for  fo  doing,  for 
they  were  performs  of  Honour,  Rank  and  Quality,*'.  iff  hey  ref* 
sop  before  Afofes  with  certain  of  the  Children  of  Ifraef  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  princes  §f  the  Ajjcwbly,  famous  in  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  ,  men  of  renown  •  and  being  thus  alien, bled they  Would 
have  fire  and  Saerafices  as  liked  the®  beft,or  rather,  as  tented  btft 
with  their  own  Jufts^  for  fiefhly  worfhip  beft  agrees  with  flefh- 
ly  Worfhippers;  but  the  holy  God  who  is  very  precifs  and  jea¬ 
lous  in  point  of  Worfhip,  would  not  take  it  at  their  hands,  be*i 
have  no  fervices  but  of  his  own  making,  it  muft  hi  fire  from  the 
Altar,  the  Spirit  of  God  that  mute  inkindkour  Sacra fices,  and 
the  Invitation  of  God  chat  muft  warrant  them-  hereupon  God 
cauteth  the  earth  to  fv/ailow  up  the  Ring-kadersqaick ,  and 
their  abbettorr  were/ mitten  with  the  Peflilence,  v.  41.  Humane 
Inventions  in  the  Worfhip  of  God,  have  often  times  brought 
the  Plague  upon  his  people^  See  Pfal  1 06.  29.  Thus  they  vexed 
him  with  their  invention  *  and  the  plague  brake  in  upon  them* 
They  would  needs  adorn  the  Worfhip  of  God  with  Hcatbcnifh 
Cutomft.andmake  it  trimmer  rhari  God  made,  bat  Godabhors 
tbit,  and  will  not  bear  it,  So2?e,»J'*  9*  there  y  ou  have  the  de¬ 
stroying  Angel  tent  forth  to  finite  the  City  Jerufaltm  with  the 
*pefiilenceyhi*  Coramiteion  verylarge,to  jpare  neither  old  nor 
young*  Maid  nor  Tackling  Child,  and  the  caufcof  this  fevere 
AX.;  “  ~  fcokc 
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firoke  you  have  affigned  cap.  8.  Thofe  who  had  profeffid  better 
things,  are  now  guilty  of  Idolatry,  they  are  engaged  in  heichen- 
ilh  rites  and  cuftdtns*  and  befides  this,  they  were  grown  bloody 
.perfreutorsand  fcoffersat  Religion,  cap.  8,v.  17.  h  it’ alight 
thirty  that  they  commit  the  abominations  which  they  commit  here, 
for  thy  have  filed  the  Land  with  violence ,  and  have  return'd  to 
provoke  me  to  an ger\  and  lo  ,  they  put  the  branch  to  the  nofe* 
They  had  once  left  off  Idolatry  as  abominable,  but  row  they  are 
returned  to  the  vomit,  now  they  are  violent  perfecutors  of  fuch 
that  will  not  wallow  in  the  fame  mire  with  thera^  now  they  are 
turned  jecrersand  fcoffers,  fo  cap.y.v.c).  and  upon  this  God  tells 
the  Prophet,  V.  lo#  As  for  mi r,  mine  eye  [ball  not  / pare  ,  neither 
will  I  have  pity*  but  I  will  recompence  their  way  upon  their  keady 
foEzck.J.Il',12.  Wherefore  as  l  live  faith  the  Lord  God  ,  furcly 
becanfe  there  hafi  defied  my  $  antiwar y  with  all  thy  detefiable 
things, and  with  all  thy  abominations,  therefore  will  I alfo'dimi - 
tsifbthee ,  neither  [hall  mine  eye  [pare ,  neither  will  1  have  any  pity, 
a  third  part  [hall  dye  with  the  Pefi  Hence  ,  and  with  V  amine  [hall 
they  be  'eenfumed  in  the  midfi  of  thee ,  &c. 

3 ,  We  read  of  another  great  Plago*,  Nvmb.  25.  *here  were 
two  ingredients  in  the  provokiog-caufe  of  this  Peftilence,the  one 
was  Idolatry,  v.2 ,3 ,  they  joyned  chemfdves  to  Baal- Peer,  and 
bowed  down  to  Heathen  Gods  ^  the  other  was  their  abonain  able 
oncleannefs,  they  were  become  debauched  Whoremongers  and 
Adulterers,  imp  dent  open- faced  Letchers,as^.  5 }6.  Beheld,  one 
of  the  Children  of  I fracl  brought  a  Midianitifh  woman  in.  the 
fight  of  ALofes ,  and  in  the  fight  of  all  the  Congregation  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  Mow  the  per fon  to  whom  this  gaudy  Harlot 
was  brought  by  this  ranting  Pimp,  was  none  of  the  common  fort, 
no  ordinary  perfon  ,  but  a  Prince  ,  which  made  the  crime  the 
greater,  v.  14.  Now  the  name  of  the  Ifraelite  was  Zimri  the  Son 
of  Saluda  Prince  of  the  chief  Non fe  among  the  Simeonitcs ,  and 
the  name  of  the  Midianitifi  woman  was  Cosbi  the  daughter  of 
Zur,hewas  head  over  a  people  •,  and  Goi  was  angry  with  Ifraet 
for  having  among  them  fuch  lend  and  lothfome  fins ,  when  fueh 
as  fiiouldhave  been  examples  of  Honor,  Honefty  atfd  Sob fiety, 
to  the  inferior  people,  were  Encouraged  of  all  manner  of  leud- 
nefs-,  this  proroked  God  to  fend  the  Plague  among  them. 
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4.  Another  fore  Plague  we  read  of2  Sam.  24.  and  the  rea- 
fonwas,becau U  David  ('though  agoodKi  ;g,  and  a  man  after 
Gods  own  heart  in  moft  things)yet  for  the  finfulnefs  of  hif  peo¬ 
ple,  wa*  left  to  be  tempted  of  Satan  to  a  carnal  confidence,  and 
vainboaftingin  the  arm  offtefri,  and  therefore  would  needt 
hive  a  Mulder  rowl  of  all  the  MiH  ia  in  Ifrael ,  henmft  fend  hi* 
Oiptaii> General ,and other  Commanders, to  mufter  up  in  every 
Province  the  men  that  were  capable  of  bearing  arms ,  that  he 
might  fee  his  ftrength,  and  take  confidence  in  them;  but  God 
would  not  take  this  ac  hishands^  whereas  David  hid  been 
brought  to  the  Crown  tneerly  by  the  hand  of  God,  had  lived  an 
exile  for  a  confiderable  time,  was  bunted  up  and  down  from  one 
Coimtrcy  to  mother,  had  no  fafe  abiding-  p!acb,and  at  laft  was 
liftedintotheThrone  by  a  mcerband  of  providence,  though 
annoirted  King  long  before-,Now  for  David  to  forget  that  God 
that  fived  him,reftored  him, and  fo  eminently  honored  him^and 
to  rely  &  truft  in  the  multitude  of  an  Hofl,to  reft  upon  an  arm  of 
flefti,  and  fecu  re  him  fel  funder  thewingsofa  numerous  Militia 
.  this  provoked  God  fo  highly,  that  he  fent  forth  the  Peftilence,* 
and  flew  in  a  (here  time  feventy  choufand  men. 

j.  Another  fore  Plague  we  read  of  Numb.  1 1.  and  the  finne 
that  provokedGod  to  fmite  them  at  this  time,  was,  theirlothing 
Manna,  and  lufting  after  fome  other  delicacies,  they  remembrtd 
the  fldh-pots  in  Egypt,  and  lufted  after  them  •  it  was  not  food 
for  thefr  fuften  cation,  but  food  fop  their  Iufts,  Pfal  78.18.  They 
temptedGod  in  their  heart,  by  asking  meat  for  their  luft.  When 
men  cannot  be  content  with  the  good  things  of  a  fruitful  Land 
but  muft  have  fuch  rarities,  extra&s,cullifes,  qmnteffence*  as 
will  prompt  and  provoke  them  to  uncleannefs-  this  prove  kes 
God  to  anger,  this  God  hath  exprefly  forbidden,  Rom  1 3  .14, 
Make  not  provifton  for  the ftefiy 0  fulfil  the  Iufts  thereof.  But  if 
oneWarnmg  will  not  ferve  the  turn,  but  you  muft  take  this 
courfe,  fee  what  willbe  the  Iflue,  Numb.  1 1.  3  3  oAU  while  the 
flejh  was  yet  between  their  teeth^re  it  was  chawedyhe  wrath  of  the 
Lord  wu  kjndled  again  ft  the  people the  Lord  {mote  the  people 
with  a  very  great  Plague.  And  as  the  performs  that  were  guilty  of 
this  fame,  were  the  great  ones,  fo  the  J  udgement  fell  p  rind  paly 
upon  them fPfal  78.  30,  3  I.  They  were  not eftranged from  their 
Ufts  ft  Ht  while  themtatwM  j€t  intheir  mouths^the  wrath  of  God  > 


cam*  *Pon  them,  and flew  the  fatteft  of  thtm  ]  and  / mote  down 
the  chofe n  men  of  Ifrad.  The  ApofUe  tells  u*,  thefe  things  were 
written  for  our  example,  left  wc  alfo  be  made  an  example,*  Cor. 
10,11* 

There  is  alfo  a  fpiritoal  meaning  of  this  Hiftory;  by  Manna  is 

meanr  Jefis  Chrift  and  the  Gofpe!-nouri(hmettt,  6.  31,32, 

3  3 .  Ohy  Fathers  did  eat  Manna  in  the  Defart  as  hs  written ,  be 
gave  them  bread  from  Heaven  to  eat:Then  Jefus  faid  unto  them , 
V eri  ly  yuerily  I  fay  hkH  you,  Mojes  gave  you  not  the  Bread  from 
Heaven,  but  my  Father  giveth  yon  the  true  Bread  from  Heaven , 
for  the  Breadof  God  is  he  that  cometh  down  fromHeaaen.and  gi- 
veth  life  to  the  World •,  it  did  typifie  fpiritual  food,  I  Cor.  io  5. 
They  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  food-,  it  (hadows  out  the  fecret  ■ 
fouhenjoymenrs  of  Chrift  in  his  Ordinances,  Rev. 2  17,  To  him 
that  over  comet  h ,  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  Manna,  And  by 
tht  flefh-pots  of  Egypt,  is  typified  carnal  Ordinances,  flefhly 
fer vices, calculated  mecrly  for  the  honor  and  intereftof  carnal 
men,  Rev.  1  1 .8.  Their  destd  bodies  alfo  fliall  lye  in  the flreets  of 
the  great  City  r  which  Jpiritually  u  called  Sodom  and  Egypt :  So 
that  Egypt  alio  hatha  fpiritual  raeaning,^/^-a  flefhly  bondage, 
and  tyrannical  impofition  as  to  the  Worlhip  of  God,  therefore 
when  men  fhali  be  weary  of  Jefus  Chrift  ,  {ball  loth  fpiritual 
food, foul- fearching  &  converting  Ordinanccsfoul- comforting 
Communion  with  Chrift,and  hanker  after,  and  contribute  their 
uttermoft  endeavours  for  foul-ftarving,  foul-cnflaving,  flefhly 
Worfliip,  that  may  beft  comport  with  their  lufts,  this  great  fin 
provokes  God  to  fend  the  Peftilence  among#  them. 

There  are  many  other  caufes  for  which  God  fends  thisPefti- 
lenee  among#  a  provoking  people,  and  for  which  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner  hefweeps  away  with  the  befomeof  deftru&oi, 
and  makes  them  lick  with  fmiting  them,  as  Amos  2.4.5.  1  h  *s 
faith  the  Lord,  for  three  tranfgreJfioHS  of  Judah ,  and  for  four,  I 
will  not  turn  away  thepunifhment  thereof ,  becaufetkey  have  de - 
[fifed  the  Law  of  the  Lord  ,  and  have  not  kgft  his  Command¬ 
ments ,  and  their  lies  have  caufed  them  to  err ,  after  the  which 
their  fat  hers  have  walked .  When  a  people  fhali  forfake  the  ho¬ 
ly  ways  of  G'j>d  both  as  toconverfation  and  worfhip,  and  bti:4 
by  their  own  lufts ,  and  fall  back  tothefins  of  the  generation 
j  that  went  before  them  ,  for  which  God,  in  the  figh  t  of  all  men 
||  punifhed  this isa  provoking finr  y  And 


Aad  ver.  6.  there  is  another  fin  rrientiofied  as  a  caure  of  wrath 
a.nd  mortality  to  a  people. and  thu  is  fejlirg  rhe  people  of  God 
and  bartering  away  thfirljves  and  ltbert  rs  for  gain,  trade  nacf 
profit.  7  kus  faith  the  L<?rd,fer  three  %  ran fgrejpons  of  Ifraefand, 
for  four,  I  will  my- turn  away  th-'  pum/bmtp*  thereof,  bicaufe  they 
have  / eld  the.  rightem*  fer  $ilvir^  and  the  poor  for  a  pair  of 
Shoces.  ,  v .  •  v  ■  -  -6j 

In  a  word,  the  great  God  is  come  out  to  plead  with  this  Nati¬ 
on  or  all  her  abominations,  he  hath  the  fame  cortroverfie  with 
this  Landes  he  had  with  baci  fl  dirg  IfraefHof.  4. 1.  2.  The 
Lord  hat  to  a  ccntroverfre  with  the  land,  becaufe  there  is  no  truths 
nor  mercy  nor  kyiowltdg  of  God  in  the  l and.  by'  [wearing  yand  lyings 
ana  killing  and  fiealing,and  cemmiang  adultery, the  land  breaks 
eth  forth.and  blood  toucheth  blood  ^therefore  Jhall  the  land  mourn . 
Oh  how  many  High- way  thefts  &  open  murders  do  cry  for  ven¬ 
geance  at  this  day  i  in  this  lothfom,  ranting,  open-faced  violence* 
\illary?blafpheroy  and  debauchery !To  makeup  the  fum  oftheir 
provocations  &  to  cun  pleat  their  deftri  dion, their  Priefr$  who 
Should  have  flood  in  the  gap  to  have  ft  yd  rhePlague,whofhouJd 
have  warned  them  by  their  Dodrine,  &  lead  them  by  their  ex¬ 
emplary  con  ver  fauon,  were  as  badas  the  worft,v.6  My  people  are 
defiroyed  for  lac\of  knowledge^  and  ver.  9.  There (haH be  like 
friefl  like  people ,  and  1  wilt  punifh  them  for  their  wayes,  and  re¬ 
ward  them  for  their  doings.  Add  one  place  more,  Zepb.  1  where 
God  threatens  to  confumeall  things  from  the  land,nay,tobring 
fuch  terrible  dcfoiauons,  that  the  great  men,  and  rich  men, 
(hal  fall  down  under  the  ftroke,  and  fhaii  not  be  able  ro  avoid  the 
calamity,  ver.  14.  iy,  16,  17, 18. —The  great  day  of  the  Lor&  u 
near  ,and  haft  eth  greatly,  even  the  voice  of  the  day  of  the  Lord \  the 
mighty  men  JhaR  cry  there  bitterly , that  day  is  a  day  of  wrath,  a 
day  of  trouble  and  difireft •  and  1  will  bringdifiref  on  men  that 
they  Jhall  walkjtks  blind m*n  btcaufe  they  have  (inred againff  the 
Lord,  and  their  blood  jhail  be  poured  out  as  dufl  and  their  flejb  as 
dung,  neither  their  Silver  nor  their  Gold  fhall  be  able  to  deliver 
them  in  the  day  of  the  Lords  wrath  :  but  the  whole  land  [had.  be 
devoured  by  the  fire  of  hi*  jealoufie,  for  he  fvall  makg  even  a  jpeedy 
riddance  of  ad  them  that  dwell  in  the  land.  Now  the  great  fin  of 
that  day  are  inrimafed  ven.  y.joyning  Heathen  worfhip  with  the 
worfhip of  God,and  v,6,  Apoftacy from Fgrmerprofeflion and 

" v  -  pradife 


(  V  ) 

prt&ife  of  fabWnefe^Thofo  that  are  turned  iback^  from  the  Lord\ 
and  have  not  fought  the  Lord, nor  enquired  after  him:  And  idly. 
Cheating  and  deceitful  dealing  incrading,vcr.9. 1  will  funifl  ak 
thofe  that  lea p  upon  the  threflold ,  which  fill  their  Mafters  houf  es, 
with  violence  and  deceit.  J{thly  ,  A  carnal  fccure  fpirit,  feeling 
themfdves  in  their  prefent  enjoyments,  and  coududing ,  that 
God  will  not  overturn  nor  difturb  the  reft  of  finners,  nor  bring 
jpo  pals  the  great  things  he  hath  promifed  •  fuch  who  have 
quenched  all  the  former  convi&ions, extinguished  former  lights, 
and  though  once  high  in  ex  sedation  of  glorious  things,  even 
the  time  of  reflitution  of  all  things,  yet  now  arc  returned  to  an. 
earthly,  worldly,  fecurc  frame  of  heart ,  vcr.  12.  And  it  flail 
eometo  fafs  at  that  time, that  Iwikfearehferufalem  withcan* 
dies  sandy*nifh  the  men  that  are fetledou  tlcoir  lees,  that  fay  in 
their  he  art)  the  Lord  wiU  not  do  good  nor  evil*  Therefore  their 
goods  flak  become  a  booty  ,  and  their  houfes  a  deflation. 

And  now.  Oh  London,  harden  not  thy  heart ,  Hint  not  thine 
eyes,  but  behold  and  fee  whether  all  thefe  abominations  are  non 
inthemidftof  thee.  Now  prepare  to  meet  thy  God  in  Sack¬ 
cloth  and  Afhes  ,  bumble  thy  fclf ,  and  mourn  for  thy  fins,  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  may  turn  from  his  fierce  wrath,and 
not  make  tbee  an  utter  deflation  and  hiding,  an  abhorring  and 

reproach  as  long  as  the  world  endureth. 

And  that  I  may  faithfully  help  you  in  your  duty,!  (hall follow 
the  fame  method  in  the  Medicine,  as  I  have  in  the  Maladies. 

T1  edrftPlaguc  wasfor  oppredingandpcrfecutingthe  peo,- 
p’eof  God,  and  not  letting  them  go  toworfhip  as  he  had  ap¬ 
pointed  :  O  ye  MagifirateSjlook  to  this,  your  heavy  hand  upon 
Gods  people,  hath  brought  the  ftc&vy  hand  of  God  upon  this 
City  JwearingfyhoringiDruntynefstSabbAthfreati 
'Crying  fins  ye  have  kitunpunifhed-,  but  if  a  company  6Frpoor 
Chriftians  had  but  met  peaceably  in  a  corner  to  pray  po  their 
God,  and  exhort  one  another  inphe  things  that  concern  their, 
eternal  falvatiori  ,  with  what  eagernefs  have  you  Runted  after 
them ? w what  taunts  &  dcrifion,evih  bitter  and  fcurriltju?  fie-, 
rifion  have  you  examined  them  A ,  with  what  remotilcfs  ft  verity, 
have  you  condemn’d  themfhow  ful  of  bUmdefsChnftians  have 
your  prifons  been,  for  no  other  Crime  but  matters  of  their  God ? 
you  canndt  fay  that  they  tferepuniflKdfor  this  or  that  for  da- 

^  B  ’c“  mental 
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mental  er  rot,  or  deftru&lve  opinion,  for  their  judgments  audo* 
pinions  you  never  examined-  the  only  crime  aikdged,  was  for 
m reting  in  private  to  worfhip  God.  Surely  had  you  been  in  the 
primitive  times,  the  A  poftles  and  Churches  of  Cbriftians  who 
differed  from  the  Magistrate  in  point  of  worfhip,  had  by  you 
fallen  under  the  fame  condemnation  with  us.  Your  Ale-houfcs 
full  of  drunkards,Streets  and  Fields  full  of  fportings  on  the  Lords 
day  ,fome  houfesfall  of  Papifis  at  Ma(s,beift!y  Play-houfcs,with 
open-face  teaching  the  youth  Ribatdrieand.loofenefs,toleraced, 
nay  licenfed,  as  if  no  crime  were  punifhable  but  praying  and 
preaching  in  private;  the  Lord  help  you  to  repent  of  this,  and  do. 
fo  no  more. 

2.  The  fecond  crime  mentioned,  was  inventions  of  men  in  the 
worfhip  of  God^  Now  I  befeech  you  as  you  love  your  own  fouls 
and  would  have  the  Plague  flayed,  be  humbled  for  this  great  fin,, 
examine  by  what  Spirit,by  what  Authority,  of  whofecompofing 
your  worfhipi$,did  God  ever  command  thofe  femcc$,Ccrcmo- 
nies,  Altars,  Veftures,  Gcfturc5t$aincs  days,  and  formalities,  in 
which  is  the  chief  of  your  worfhip  ?  did  God  ever  blefs  them  to 
convert  a  foul  from  Satan  to  Jefus  Chrift.?  did  God  own  them  in 
healing  5c  comforting  of  a  wounded  confcience.^re  they  the  bed 
of  men,  the  moft  holy,  and  mortified,  in  whofe  fouls  ftcad  you 
would  venture  your  fouls  when  you  come  to  dye^  that  are  the 
Authors  Abettors  and  zealous  followers  of fuch  worfhip  ?  Re¬ 
member  that  God  would  not  bear  the  ten  Tribes  for  making  but 
one  holy-day  like  the  Feaft  himfelf  had  inftituced^  yet,  how  ma¬ 
ny  dayes  dedicated  to  Saints,  kept  holy  to  them,  and  perfons  pu- 
mfhed  that  obferve  them$not,do  you  obferve?  a  Heathen  inven¬ 
tion  at  firft  for  the  renown  of  their  Devils  and  Heroes,  and  after¬ 
ward  in  imitation  of  them  taken  up  by  the  roofl  ignorant  Papifts 
in  the  moft  corrupt  times  of  Popery.  Examine  whe  her  the 
Names,  Titles,  Offices,  Dignities  and  Jurifdiftions  of  the  Mi* 
niftry  are  by  Divine  Appointment,whcther  they  have  the  chara¬ 
cters  of  a  Gofpcl-Miniflry,  and  the  care  of  GofpeFMiniftcr$,and 
if  you  find  that  perfons  and  things,  worfhip  and  M  iniflers  have 
not  the  flamp  of  Divine  Authority  upon  them, oh  repent,  repent 
that  ever  you  have  provoked  God  to  jcaloufic,thatyou  have 
Sirred  up  his  hot  difpkaiure  by  your  making  toy  out  felvcs 
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5  .The  third  Plaf fie  mentioned,  was  for  optn-faeed  ahcleaRnefs, 
And  never  did  any  age  abound  with  fuch  impudent  pradifes  of 
this  kind,  as  this  age  and  place-  great  perfons  *vhofe  examples  are 
the  Role  of  inferiors,  have  fomc  of  them  publikely  dedaredthcrc 
fin  like Sodome,  openly  freeing  their  nakednefs-  others  violently 
forcing  women  ,  openly  attempting  the  chaftity  offome,  which 
if  not  refcued,had  been  violated  by  them-,  o  hers  murdering  per- 
Tons  becaufe  they  would  not  ferve  their  lufts,  and  many  living  in 
profeffed  adultery,  owning  of  it,  and  glorying  in  it,  as  if  the  holy 
God  will  never  vific  for  thefe  things.  But  Whoremonger  san  d 
Adulterers  Cod  win  judge.  Therefore  ye  Adulterers  and  Adul¬ 
teries,  mourn  for  your  fins,  go  to  God  by  prayer  for  the  par¬ 
don  of  them,  it  may  be  you  may  yet  find  grace  in  his  fight:  Ifa. 
5  5*  7.  Ltt  the  wicked  for faky  his  way,  And  the  unrighteous  man 
hu  thoughts:  And  let  him  return  untothe Lord,andhe  wMhavc 
mercy  up on  him ,  And  to  our  God  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon-, 
pray  lor  a  clean  heart,  that  God  would  mortifie  your  nainous 
and  unruly  lufts  that  war  againft  your  fouls,  and  will  afTuredly 
bring  you  to  hell,  if  ye  repent  not.  To  youMagiftrates,if  yon 
have  any  pity  for  your  own  fouls,  or  for  this  great  City,  Exe¬ 
cute  judgement  upon  incorrigible  offenders  in  this  kind;  fee  how 
thisduty  zcaloufly  performed,  ftayed  the  Plague,  Numb.  2 j.y, 
8,  9,  JO,  11,  12,  13*  And  when  Phineasthe [on  of  EleAzjer  the 
fan  of  Aaron  tfje  Prirft.faw  it, he  rofe  up  from  among  the  Cougre- 
gatic»,and  tookjt  javelin  in  his  hand%and  he  went  after  the  man  of 
Ifratl  into  the  tent,  andthrnft  both  of  them  through ,  the  man  of 
Ifrael  and  the  rmman  through  her  belly-,  fo  the  Plague  was  flayed 
from  the  Children  of  Ifratl .  And  the  Lord  Jpakeunto  Mofes  fay - 
ing9  phineas  the  fon  of  E  leader,  the  j on  of  Aaronthe  Priefihath 
turned  away  my  wrath from  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  (  while  he  woe 
zsalous  for  my  fake  am  ngft  them ,  that  Jconfumed  not  the  Chil* 
dr (*t  of  Jfrael  in  my  jealorfie.  )  Whtr  fore  fay,  behold  1  give  unto 
him  my  Covenant  of  peace,  and  he  flsall  have  it,  and  his  feed  after 
him%&c .  Up  and  be  doing  ye  Mag.ftrates  of  this  great  City,  let 
your  zeal  run  in  the  right  channel,  againft  the  enormous  fins  of 
the  times.  Bat  be  it  known  umo  you,  if  you  (hall  be  negligent 
and  rernifs  in  this  work,  God  wil  raife  up  Saviours, God  wil  fpiric. 
feme  or  othee  that  (hall  execute  Judgement  and  Jufticc,  and 
you  (hall  fatten  your  iniquities. 

B  %  4.  The 
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4.  The  fourth  Plague  was  for  carnal  confidence  in  an  Arm  of 
Becaafcall  che  Arms  and  Strength  of  a  Nation  is  for  you, 
therefore  you  are  fecure,  boaft  your  felves ,  and  are  confident 
you  Hull  never  bebroken^youmay  remember  that  as  valiant  Ar¬ 
mies,  as  faccesful  Militia**,  and  as  vi&orious  Fleets  have  been  in 
other  hands,  yet  how  eafiiy  did  the  great  God  ,  for  caufes  beft 
known  to  himfelf,  take  away  the  hearts,  and  take  the  people  out 
of  the  hand  s  of  thofe  men,  who  in  their  day  were  the  terror  of 
the  Nations  round  about  them? be  not  high-minded,bat  fear.for 
if  it  hath  been  done  thus  to  che  green  tree, what  (hall  be  done  to 
thedry  tree?  lay  to  heart  that  Scripture,  f  er,  17.  5,6.  Curfed 
bt.tbe  man  that  maketh  jlefbhis  Arm ,  and  whofe  he  Art  departed  h 
from  the  Lord\  for  hejha&bc  like  the  Heath  in  the  Dejar t ,  and 
fiaU  not  fee  when  good  cometh  J,ut  fhallinhah  it  the  parched  places 
of  the  wilder  nefs.  And  to  the  diverting  the  judgments  procured 
by  this  fin,  I  advife  all  perfons  who  have  been  hightned  by  their 
carnal  confidences  to  do  as  David  did,  2  Sam. 24.1  o.  vfnd  Da¬ 
vids  heart  fmotg  him  after  that  he  had  n unbred  the  people  ,  and 
David  faid  unto  the  Lord ,  I  have  finned  greatly  in  that  I  have 
donejakj  away  the  iniquity  of  thy  ftrvantjor  I  have  done  foolifh - 
ly%  Andv.  17.  And  David fpake  unto  the  Lerd  when  he  fare  the 
Angel  that  f mote  the  people  ,  and  faid  ;  /  have  finned  and  done 
wickedly ,  but  thefeficep,  what  have  they  done  ?  let  thy  hand ,  / 
fray  tbeefie  againft  me  yandagainfi  my  fathers  hottfc .  Here  was  a 
tender  Ms gi (Irate,  that  preferred  his  peoples  welfare  before  his 
own.  Oh  that  great  perfons  would  behold  with  companion  how 
many  thoufands  their  fins  have  hurried  to  the  grave ,  and  chat 
they  wouM  repent  and  turn  to  che  Lord  ! 
y.  The  fifth  great  Plague  was  for  loathing  Manna,  and  luffing 
#  after  Qgailcsfif  there  wereno  other  argument  to  perfons  of  ho¬ 
nor,  but  the  grandureand  noble  houfe-keepiog  of  their  Ancc* 
Hors ,  their  conftant  Tables  and  Entertainments  to  the  Gentry 
and  Yeomanry  oftbeConntry,  which  now  is  wafted  upon  a  few- 
invented  kickfhaws  to  pamper  iuft, while  their  empty  manfions  in 
the  Country, and  the  hungry  belliesof  poor  neighbours,  grum* 
b}e  and  mourn  for  their  luxury ,  whilft  their  God  is  their  belly, 
their  glory  their  fhame ,  their  luft  the  end  for  which  they  live* 
and  what  a  fad  reckoning  will  there  be  at  laft ,  when  God  (hall 
call  them  to  account  how  they  have  fallowed  all  that  Treasure 
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be  put  into  their  hands,  and  they  have  nothing  to  anfwer,  but,' 
Our  curfcd  Lufts  have  fwallowcd  up  our  Time,  our  Eftatcs,  oub 
Bodies,  our  Souls.  As  for  you  that  have  flighted  Jefus  Chrift  and 
the  GofpeUnd  have  returned  to  Egypt,k  c  the  juft  judgment  of 
God  upon  you  threatned  to  fuch,  Ezek.20.24, 25.  Becamfe  they 
had  not  execute  a  my  judgement  s  ,  but  bad  defti fed  my  Statutes , 
and  polluted  my  Sabbaths  ^andthter  eyes  were  after  their  Fathers 
Idols  ^  wherefore  I  gave  them  alfo  Statutes  that  were  net  good,  and 
Judgements  whereby  they  jhould  not  live . 

Let  all  Apoftatesand  Backfliders  remember  from  whence  they 
are  fallen,  and  repent^  let  that  dreadful  word  awaken  you,  Heb . 
10.38.  If  any  man  draw  bae my  foul  Shall  have  nopltafnre 
in  htm. 

Let  all  thofe  who  after  long  bamfhment  and  punifhmentfor 
former  fins,  have  been  reflored  agsin,and  brought  every  mana- 
gain  to  his  place,  and  yet  go  on  in  their  old  provocations,  let 
them  read,  12.  14,15,16,177"^  [atththe  Lord,  again  ft  all 
mine  evil  neighbours  that  touch  mine  inheritance  which  I  have 
can  fed  my  people  Ifrael  to  inherit,  behold  I  will  pluckjhem  out  of 
their  Land,and  plucl$  out  the  Houfe  of  Judah  from  amongft  them , 
andtt /hall  come  to  pafs  after  I  have  plucked  them  out,  that  /  will 
return  and  have  companion  on  them,  and  will  bring  them  again 
every  man  to  hts  Heritage,  and  every  man  to  his  Land^and  it  pjad 
come  to  pa/s r  if  they  will  diligently  learn  the  w ayes  of  my  people, 
tofwcar  by  my  Name ,T he  Lord  Uvethy  ( as  they  have  taught  my 
peole  to  fwear  by  Baal  /then  /hall  they  be  built  up  in  the  midft  of 
my  people •  but  if  they  will  not  obey  J  will  utterly  pluc\up  andde 
ftroy  that  people,  faith  the  Lord. 

Are  not  your  Priafts  more  proud,  bloody,  perfecting,  pro- 
phane  and  fuperftitious,  then  ever  ?  h  not  that  word  fulfilled  in 
them,  22.  25.26.  There  it  a  coufpiracy  of  the  Prophets  in 
the  midft  of  her  ,li kj  a  roaring  Lyon ,  raving  the  prey,  they  have 
devoured  fouls, they  havetakyn  the  treafure  and  precious  things* 
they  have  made  her  many  Widows  in  the  midft  thereof  ,  her  Priefts 
have  violated  my  Law ,  andhaveprophaned  my  holy  things ^  they 
have  put  no  difference  between  the  holy  andprophane^neither-hav'd 
they  /hewed  difference  between  the  HYeleanandthe  clean ,  &  have 
hidt heir  eyes  from  my  fabhathsj&  /  amprophaned  amongthem  t 
Nay, if  they  have  put  any  difference  at  all,  ithath  been  by  con¬ 
tempt 
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tcaptind  resiling,  perfeeuting  and  worrying  the  godly,  encou- 
waging,  and  taking  into  their  bofome  the  ungodly ,  as  Eyk»  r  $. 
32,  S3*  Becaufewith  lyes  ye  have  made  the  heart  of  therigbtecne 
fad,  whom  1  hat  enot  made  fad,  and  flrer.gthened  the  hands  of  the 
wicked,  that  he  foetid  not  retmrnfrom  his  wiik*d  way  ,  by  prone* 
fing  him  life ;  therefore  ye  foall  fee  no  more  vanity  •• for  /  will  de¬ 
liver  my  people  out  of  jot  r  hand ,  A  men. 

Are  not  many  of  your  Gentry  more  debauched,  more  full  of 
blafphemous  Oaths,  more  enemies  to  holinefs,  fobriety  and  civi¬ 
lity,  than  they  were  before  f  Allure  your  felves  t>oth  one  and  o- 
tfecr,  God  will  fulfil  this  word  upon  you ,  even  utterly  to  root 
you  out  except  you  repent. 

And  as  to  the  common  fort ,  who  have  been  encouraged  by 
/our  example,  are  they  rot  wretchedly  poluted  f  nothing  but 
.wearing,  curfing,  drunker nefs,  aRd  among  them  Hell  is  broke 
loofe,  and  the  very  Reins  of  Modefty  and  Humanity,  arc  relax** 
ed,  fo  that  God  may  jnftly  fpread  your  Cai  kafirs  as  dung  upon  the 
face  of  the  Earth,  ar.d  make  room  (  by  your  deftruftion  )  for  a 
more  righteous  and  fober  generation. 

Now  therefore  to  conclude, You  that  have  any  tendernefs  lefr, 
that  hare  not  quite  transformed  your  felves  to  Beafts  and  Devils, 
you  that  would  efesp4  Hell ,  you  that  can  wit  h  any  remorfc  be- 
fcoldthe  dying- pale-face  of  this  Nation,  ftsfeb’d  at  the  heart  by 
thefe  fins  of  yours^Oh  tremble  at  the  fierce  wrath  of  God  that  is 
gone  forth  againft  you, and  abhor  your  felves  for  all  your  abomi- 
nations, there  is  yet  fome  encouragement  left  for  you  to  turn  and 
!>C  fared,  2  Chr.y^i^lfJ  fond  the  Ptftilence  among  my  people, 
if  my  people  that  are  called  by  my  N ame ,  (ball  hnmble  themfelyes , 
and  pray ,  and  feekjry  face, and  turn  from  their  wicked  way  >fhen 
win  J  hear  from  Heaven,  and  will  for  give  their fins,  andwtH  heal 
their  Land ’  Be  bumbled  for ,  and  turn  from  all  your  wicked 
wayes,  and  be  upon  ycur  faces  in  theduft  for  mercy  and  pardon, 
before  the  deftroying  Angel  arreft  you ,  and  you  be  brought  to 
the  Bar  of  Divine  Juftice,  where  every  impenitent  finncr  will 
xcctivethisfentencc  ,  Depart  from  me  Je  enrfed^into  everlafiing 
foe,  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  Angels . 

To  you  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  tremble  at  his  righteous  Judg- 

a,  be  not  over*  confident  that  you  flufl  not  fall  in  im%  ccm* 
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m on  calamity-  for  though  the  generality  of  Godspeople  (hall  be 
enfafed ,  yet  we  have  deferred  by  our  fins  to  perifh  in  this  WiU 
demefs,  and  fotnefhali  fall  of  this  Difeafe ,  to  humble  the  reft, 
and  to  harden  the  ungodly* 

2.  Be  not  furprifed  with  a  pannick fear,bc  not  flavi(hly  time* 
rous,for  this  rugged  ,  natty  Meffenger  conics  on  your  Fathers 
Errand,  and  his  bufinefs  is  to  call  you  home  to  your  Fathers 
Houfe,  and  you  have  your  Fathers  Promifc  to  be  with  you  in  the 
midftof  the  Valley  ofthefhadoUr  of  death. 

3.  Be  much  in  mourning  for  your  own  fins,  and  tie  provo¬ 
king  fins  of  othcrs,and  hereby  you  will  be  cntitulcd  to  a  Protefti- 
on ,Euk:  9  Set  a  mark  upon  them  that  figh  and  mourn  for  all  the 
abominations  that  are  committed,  and  a  charge  is  given  to  the 
dettroying  Angel,  that  he  comes  not  near  fuch. 

4.  Be  flying  into  fpecial  Providence,  ffal.  91. 

5.  Beeying  JefusChrift  our  merciful  and  tender  High«Prieft,\ 
who  will  ftand  between  the  living  and  the  dead ,  our  Pafsover* 
who  is  faerificed  for  u$,  and  the  blood  of  fprinkling  (hall  fare  us 
from  the  Plague  of  the  Plague,  the  guilt  of  fin. 

6.  Keep  up  fecret  Communion  with  God,  that  if  you(houi4 
be  (hut  up,  and  no  body  fuffered  to  come  nigh  you*  yet  God  map 
be  with  you,  as  he  hath  promifed,  and  ftand  by  you,  as  he  did  by 
Tattl,  1  Tiw.4.16,17.  my  firfi  Aafwer,  nomAttflood  with 
me— but  God  siood  by  me,  and  comforted  me. 

Laftly,  The  voice  of  this  Difpenfation  to  you,  is,  that  you  fet 
your  hearts  and  your  houfcs  in  order,  I  ft.  3  8.  s.e.  Get  all  fcorea 
cleared  between  God  and  your  Immortal  Souls,  in  the  Blood  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  fo  fettle  your  Eftates  which  God  hath  blefled 
you  with  in  this  World,  that  when  you  dye,  Chrift  himfclf  may 
entertain  you  with  4  Come  ye  He  fed  of  my  Fstbtr9dtt9  Matt? 
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